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The following materials are provided to help document the planning process: 

1. Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee (HMPC) Members 

2. Letter of Invitation to Kickoff Meeting 

3. Invitation List for Kickoff Meeting 

4. Kickoff Meeting Agenda 

5. Kickoff Meeting Sign-In Sheet 

6. Kickoff Meeting Minutes  

7. Action Idea Worksheets 

8. HMPC Meeting #2 Agenda 

9. HMPC Meeting #2 Sign-In Sheet 

10. HMPC Meeting #2 Minutes 

11. News Articles Announcing “Disaster Planning Resource Fairs”  

12. Plan Summary Flyer for “Disaster Planning Resource Fairs”  

13. Questionnaire for “Disaster Planning Resource Fairs”  

14. Publications Request for “Disaster Planning Resource Fairs”  

15. Letter of Invitation to Comment on Draft Plan 

16. Invitation List to Comment on Draft Plan 

17. Flyer Announcing Final Public Review Period 

18. Articles Announcing Final Public Review Period 
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1.  Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee Members 

 

First 
Name 

Last 

M
ee

tin
g 

1 

M
ee

tin
g 

2 Jurisdiction/Department Phone E-mail 

Charles Baker X X Kansas Department of 
Transportation 

620.244.5411 cbaker@ksdot.org 

Mike Carson X   USD 101 800.498.1013 mike@usd101.com 

Cindy Cornet X X Neosho County Appraiser 620.244.3821 Jctrucking66771@hotmail.com 

Donna Culver X   American Red Cross 620.365.8106; 
Cell:  228.2416 

Dmkco1@peoplepc.com 

Ryan Follmer   X City of Chanute 620.431.5231 rfollmer@chanute.org 

Jeri Giefer   X City of St. Paul 620.449.2266 cityofstpaul@mail.r/rnews.com 

Jason Hartman   X Kansas Forest Service 785.532.3316 hartmanj@ksu.edu 
Ron Holsteen X   Twin Valley Electric 

Cooperative 
620.784.5500 rholsteen@wavewls.com 

Kim Juenemann   X USD 505 620.236.7959 kimj@usd505.org 

James Keath X X County-Sherriff/EM 620.244.3888 Jimkeathneosho1@yahoo.com 

Cindy Lero X X City of Erie 620.244.3461 cityclerk@cityoferie.kscoxmail.com 

Lori Nally X   Neosho County Sheriff-911 620.244.3895 Lnally12@yahoo.com 

Paul Norris X X Heartland Rural Electric 
Cooperative 

620.724.8251 pauln@heartland-rec.com 

Ginny Oliver   X USD 101 620.244.3264 ginny@usd101.com 

Steve Parsons   X USD 413   sparsons@usd413.org 

Holly Powers X X City of Thayer 620.839.5961 hjstafford@yahoo.com; 
holly@landworksstudio.com 
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First 
Name 

Last 

M
ee

tin
g 

1 

M
ee
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2 Jurisdiction/Department Phone E-mail 

Steve Samuelson X   Kansas Dept. of Agriculture, 
Division of Water Resources 

785.296.4622 ssamuelson@kda.state.ks.us 

Byron Schultz X X Neosho County Emergency 
Manager 

620.244.3874 Byronoco911@hotmail.com 

Melissa Smith X   Chanute Tribune 620.431.4100 Melissa@chanute.com 

Ben Smith   X Neosho County Community 
College 

620.433.0789 bsmith@neosho.edu 

Randy Wagoner X X USD 447 620.336.8130 rwagoner@usd447.org 

Larry Whalen   X City of Stark 620.754.3888   

Laura Whittley   X City of Thayer 620.839.5353 lwhittley@hotmail.com 
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2.  Letter  of Invitation to Kickoff Meeting 

Neosho County Sheriff’ s Office 

Emergency Management Division 
P.O. Box 162 

Erie Kansas 66733 
(620) 244-3874 & (620) 431-5768 

James G. Keath 
Sheriff 

Byron G. Shultz 
E.M. Coordinator 

June 2, 2008 
 

RE: Neosho County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
  Neosho County has received funding to develop a multi-hazard mitigation plan.  The purpose of this plan is to reduce or eliminate long term risk to the 
people and property of Neosho County from the effects of natural hazard events.  The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires all local governments to 
assess their risks to natural hazards and identify actions that can be taken in advance to reduce future losses.  The law requires all local governments and 
districts to have an approved Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan after November 1, 2004, to be eligible for certain federal disaster assistance and hazard 
mitigation funding programs. 
 
  Although an initial mitigation planning process was started several months ago, it was not finished.  This process will complete the plan to meet all 
federal requirements.  The plan will be submitted to FEMA for review and approval by the end of the year.  The Neosho County Emergency Management 
Department has taken a lead in developing this plan.  The County has hired a consultant, AMEC Earth and Environmental, to manage the planning project.  
AMEC will facilitate the planning process, collect the necessary data, and perform other technical services, including preparing the risk assessment and 
plan document.  However, the department and AMEC will need your help to successfully complete this project. 
 
  The hazard mitigation planning process is heavily dependent on the participation of representatives from local government agencies and departments, the 
public, and other stakeholder groups.  A Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee will be formed to support this project and will include representatives 
from the County, communities, special districts, and other local, state and federal agencies in or that serve Neosho County. 
 
  Your organization’s participation on the committee is requested due to your ability to contribute needed information, technical knowledge, or other 
valuable experience to the plan.  Please designate a representative to serve on the committee and attend the kickoff meeting, which will discuss the 
benefits of developing a hazard mitigation plan, the project schedule and the hazards that affect Neosho County, such as tornadoes, wildfire, floods, winter 
storms and ETC. 
 

Neosho County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Kickoff Meeting 
Date: Wednesday July 9th 2008 

              Time:       9:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 
      Place:        Large Meeting Room Cour thouse Basement 
      Address:   100 S. Main Er ie Kansas 

 
  Please respond as to whether or not you or your representative will be able to attend the kickoff meeting by contacting me via telephone (620) 244-3874 
or via e-mail at hazmat@neoshocounty.kscoxmail.com.  Thank you for your early attention and response to this important project. I look forward to seeing 
you on July 9th. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Byron Shultz 
Neosho County Sheriff’s Office 
E.M. Coordinator 
 
 
Encl: Frequently Asked Questions Flyer 
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3.  Invitation List for  K ickoff Meeting 

 

County 
Road and Bridge 
Commissioners 
Emergency Management 
Appraisers Office 
Incorporated cities 
Chanute 
Earlton 
Erie 
Galesburg 
St. Paul 
Stark 
Thayer 
School Distr icts 
CUSD 101 
USD 413 
USD 505 
USD 447— 
Neosho County Community College 
Others 
Kansas Dept of Transportation 
American Red Cross 
Heartland Rural Electric Coop 
Radiant Electric Coop 
Twin Valley Electric Coop 
Kansas Power and Light Coop 
Chanute Tribune 
Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources  
Kansas Department of Agriculture, Kansas Forest Service 
Kansas Division of Emergency Management 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
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4.  Kickoff Meeting Agenda 

Agenda 
Neosho County 

Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, July 9, 2008 
9:30 am-12:30 pm 

 
9:30   Welcome and Introduction 

   Byron Schultz, Neosho County Emergency Manager 
 

9:45-10:45  Hazard Mitigation Planning Purpose  
 

Grant Program Availability Linked to Approved Plan 
 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Requirements-Summary 
 
Completing Steps 1-3 

– 1.  Organize Resources 
– 2.  Plan for Public Involvement 
– 3.  Coordinate with Other Departments and Agencies 
 

10:45-11:00 Break 
 

11:00-12:15 Completing Step 4 and Beginning Steps 5, 6, &  7 
– 4.  Identify the Hazards 
– 5.  Profile the Hazards 
– 6.  Identify Assets 
– 7.  Estimate Losses 

 
12:15-12:30 Next Steps—Planning Process Schedule 
   Data Collection Guides 
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5. K ickoff Meeting Sign-In   
Sheet
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6.  Kickoff Meeting Minutes 

 
Memo   

To Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee 
(HMPC) 

 

From Laurie Bestgen, AMEC 

Tel / E-mail  816-637-6378/ laurie.bestgen@amec.com 

Date July 14, 2008 

 

 

Subject Minutes from Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation Plan Kickoff Meeting 
Held July 9, 2008 

 
This document is a record of attendance and a summary of the issues discussed during the above 
meeting, including an overview of natural hazard mitigation planning, identification of the planning 
committee, ideas for public involvement, identification and prioritization of hazards affecting the 
Neosho County planning area, and next steps in this process. 
 

� ��� � � � � � �
 
Name Title / Organization E-mail 
Charles Baker Kansas Department of Transportation cbaker@ksdot.org 
Mike Carson USD 101 mike@usd101.com 
Cindi Cornett Neosho County Appraiser JCTrucking66771@hotmail.com 
Donna Culver American Red Cross Dmkco1@peoplepc.com 
Jim Heath Sheriff jimheathneosho1@yahoo.com 
Ron Holsteen Twin Valley Electric Cooperative rholsteen@wavewls.com 
Cindy Lero Erie City Clerk cityclerk@cityoferie.ks.coxmail.com 
Lori Nally Neosho County Sheriff-911 Lnally12@yahoo.com 
Paul Norris Heartland Rural Electric Cooperative pauln@heartland-rec.com 
Holly Powers City of Thayer hjstafford@yahoo.com 
Steve Samuelson Kansas Dept. of Ag./DWR ssamuelson@kda.state.ks.us 
Byron Schultz Neosho County Emergency Manager Byronoco911@hotmail.com 
Melissa Smith Chanute Tribune Melissa@chanute.com 
Randy Wagoner USD 447 rwagoner@usd447.org 

�
� � �	 
 � � � �

 � � �
Byron Schultz, Neosho County Emergency Manager and Chair of the Hazard Mitigation Planning 
Committee, began the meeting by welcoming and thanking the attendees and introducing Laurie 
Bestgen, from the consulting firm, AMEC Earth and Environmental, hired by the State / County to 
develop the multi-jurisdictional plan. Laurie Bestgen is AMEC’s lead planner for the plan and 
facilitated the remainder of the meeting. 
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� � � 	 � 
� � �
 ��� � �� 	 � ��� � � � 	 � �� 
�
� � �

 � �� �� � � 
� � �
Laurie Bestgen presented information on the purpose and requirements of the Disaster Mitigation Act 
of 2000. The presentation addressed the benefits of participating in the mitigation plan, including 
eligibility for federal mitigation grant programs.   It was also explained that if entities meeting FEMA’s 
definition of local government choose not to participate in the plan, they will not be eligible applicants 
for FEMA mitigation grants that require a local mitigation plan.  Those entities that are considered 
local governments by FEMA’s definition are:  counties, municipalities, cities, towns, school districts, 
special districts, councils of government, tribal organizations, as well as publicly funded colleges and 
universities. 
 
Mrs. Bestgen explained that Neosho County is a “waiver” county.  This means that The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), has given disaster-impacted counties, including Neosho 
County, a waiver allowing the submittal and approval of project grants prior to plan approval if the 
mitigation plan is completed within one year of project grant approval. Therefore, Neosho County and 
the jurisdictions within it that choose to participate in the plan are in a unique position to apply for and 
potentially receive the available funding.  For counties that do not have this “waiver”, the mitigation 
plan must be approved by FEMA prior to submittal or approval of project grants. 
 
Mrs. Bestgen also described the role of the Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee. Participation in the 
committee includes the following requirements: 
 
·  Designate a representative to serve on the Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Planning 

Committee, which will meet two times during the planning process, 
·  Assist in the development of a risk assessment and mitigation actions (at least one) specific to the 

jurisdiction, 
·  Provide data and comment on plan drafts as requested, 
·  Inform the public, local officials, and other interested parties about the planning process and 

provide opportunity for them to comment on the plan, and 
·  Formally adopt the mitigation plan 
 
The planning process consists of 12 steps (below) designed to meet the requirements of the Federal 
Disaster Mitigation Act and FEMA’s associated guidance.  
 

1. Organize Resources 
2.   Plan for Public Involvement 
3.   Coordinate with Other Departments and Agencies 
4.   Identify the Hazards 
5.   Profile the Hazards  
6. Identify Assets 
7. Estimate Losses 
8. Identify Goals and Objectives 
9. Develop Potential Mitigation Actions 
10. Draft the Mitigation Plan 
11. Adopt the Plan 
12. Implement and Maintain the Plan 

 

� � � � � � � �� �� � � � � 
 �
 � 
� � ��� � � � 	 � � �



 

Neosho County DRAFT Appendix B.11 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
January 2009 

Mrs. Bestgen explained that FEMA does not require local mitigation plans to address manmade and 
technological hazards.  However, if the local Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee chooses to do so, 
these hazards can be included in the plan.  The Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Planning 
Committee determined that this planning process will not include manmade and technological 
hazards.   These hazards are addressed in other documents that will be referenced in the plan.  
Specifically, the consulting firm, E-Fm prepared a Hazard Analysis in 2005 that addresses manmade 
and technological hazards.  Additionally, the County has a Local Emergency Operations Plan which 
addresses these hazards as well.  The committee also discussed the sensitive nature of these 
hazards and determined not to include them in this plan that has public participation as a key 
requirement. 
   

� �� � � 
� � ��
 	 �� � � �
� �� � � 
 �� � � � � ��
The meeting attendees discussed methods for involving stakeholders and the public in the plan. Other 
stakeholders that the group identified as important to include in the planning process are neighboring 
counties, business partners, and the general public.  Additional stakeholders may be identifies as the 
planning process continues. 
 
To involve the public, information about the planning process and plan drafts will be posted on the 
county website as well as other websites hosted by participating jurisdictions such as the school 
district website. The committee will develop methods for publicizing the availability of plan information 
including notices in the newspaper.  One strategy involved including a discussion of the risk 
assessment on the agenda of regularly-scheduled Commission/Council public meetings.  Hard copies 
of the plan draft will also be available at community buildings. Key stakeholders and interested parties 
will be individually invited to comment on the draft plan.   Other suggested public settings to publicize 
the plan and the projects recommended by the planning committee were school open house and the 
homecoming events. 
 

� 
 � � 
�� � � �� ��
 �� � 	 �
� 
 � �� �
After the break, the attendees at the meeting indicated whether or not the jurisdiction they represent 
would like to officially participate in the Neosho County multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan.  
Representatives of the following local governments and other jurisdictions were present at the 
meeting and committed to participating in the multi-jurisdictional plan:  Neosho County, City of Erie, 
City of Thayer, USD 101, and USD 447.   
 
The following private non-profit organizations expressed an interest in participating in the plan to 
contribute information and to ensure that potential projects they might submit for funding will be 
consistent with the mitigation strategy:  Heartland Electric Cooperative, Twin Valley Electric 
Cooperative, and the American Red Cross. 
 
Representatives were not present from Chanute, St. Paul, Galesburg, Stark, Neosho County 
Community College, and USD 413.  Mrs. Bestgen and Byron Schultz will coordinate to ensure they 
are contacted again and encouraged to participate. 
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� � � � 	 � �� � � � �
�
� � �

 � �
The group examined the history of disaster declarations in Neosho County, hazards required by 
FEMA for consideration, and additional hazards included in the Kansas State Plan.  Laurie Bestgen, 
the project planner provided preliminary research findings with preliminary ranking element levels for 
probability, magnitude, warning time and duration.  The committee then worked through the list of 
potential hazards that could affect the planning area. They discussed past hazard events, types of 
damage, and where additional information might be found.  For those hazards that the committee 
chose to exclude from further review, justification is provided.  For each hazard that will be included in 
the plan, the committee reviewed the preliminary research findings and came to consensus on the 
probability level, magnitude, warning time and duration.  The values assigned to these elements were 
then calculated according to the State’s adopted ranking formula and resulted in the following hazard 
ranking order. 
 

Hazard Type Probability Magnitude Warning Time Duration CPRI* 
Tornado 4 3 4 1 3.4 
Winter Storm 4 2 2 3 3 
Agricultural Infestation 4 2 1 4 2.95 
Windstorm 4 2 2 2 2.9 
Utility / Infrastructure 
Failure 3 2 4 3 2.85 
Flood 3 3 2 3 2.85 
Hailstorm 4 2 2 1 2.8 
Major Disease Outbreak 2 4 1 4 2.65 
Dam and Levee Failure 3 3 2 1 2.65 
Wildfire 3 1 4 2 2.45 
Extreme Heat 3 2 1 3 2.4 
Lightning 3 1 2 1 2.05 
Drought 2 2 1 4 2.05 
Expansive Soils 2 1 1 4 1.75 
Soil Erosion & Dust 2 1 1 4 1.75 
Earthquake 1 1 4 1 1.45 

 
*CPRI= Calculated Priority Risk Index 
(Probability x .45) + (Magnitude/Severity x .30) + (Warning Time x .15) + (Duration x .10) = CPRI 
 
 
Tornado—The HMPC recalled some specific structures that were damaged as a result of tornadoes in 
April 2000 and April 2005.  The American Red Cross representative has kept a county map depicting 
the paths of previous tornado events.  This map will be provided and incorporated in the plan.  
Winter Storm—The representatives from the Electric Cooperatives may have reports showing hours 
without power.  Although this information is not specific to Neosho County, it will be a good indicator 
of the overall magnitude of the event. 
Agricultural Infestation—Although FEMA does not require that this hazard be included in the plan, the 
HMPC chose to include it since agriculture plays such an important role in the economy of the 
planning area.  The local Farm Service Agency was a suggested source for additional information. 
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Windstorm—The HMPC determined that the magnitude should be changed from a level 1- “negligible” 
to a level 2-“limited”.  Additional data on damages may be available from the Electric Cooperatives. 
Utility / Infrastructure Failure—The planning committee agreed to retain utility/infrastructure failure as 
a separate hazard, rather than combining it as a secondary impact.  This decision was based on the 
desire to consolidate the discussion of impacts to utility systems resulting from winter storms, 
tornadoes, windstorms, extreme heat, lightning and floods. 
Flood—In Erie, there were over 100 residential structures that were impacted in some way.  The 
assisted living facility in Erie is in the floodplain and was impacted by the 2007 flood event.  The 
residents had to be evacuated to the school, which serves as an evacuation/shelter area for impacted 
residents.  A concern was raised that the school does not have emergency generators if the power 
would go out.  The County has compiled questionnaires from each of the cities that had damages and 
will provide them so that damage data can be extracted and provided in the plan. 
Hailstorms—The HMPC determined that the magnitude level should be changed from a 1-“negligible” 
to a 2-“limited”.   Hailstorms cause extensive losses to crops and roofs.  The local Farm Service 
Agency may be a source for data on historical crop losses as a result of hail damage. 
Major Disease Outbreak—The Neosho County Health Department maintains a plan for the issues 
related to major disease outbreak.  The Health Department will be contacted to determine if this plan 
is current.  If this plan is current, Major Disease outbreak will be removed from the mitigation plan as a 
separately profiled hazard and the mitigation plan will reference the Neosho County Health 
Department’s current plan. 
Dam and Levee Failure— As a result of past dam failures, the HMPC determined that the probability 
for this hazard should be changed to 3-“likely” from 1-“unlikely”.  The Kansas Department of 
Agriculture, Levee Program was identified as a source for possible information on past levee failures. 
Wildfire —The April 2008 Kansas Forest Service Wildfire Assessment was discussed.  The Forest 
Service will be contacted to determine if this assessment included the St. Paul Refuge area. 
Extreme Heat—The primary concerns with this hazard are human health safety issues.  Power 
outages have occurred as a result of increased electricity usage. 
Lightning—This hazard can cause a secondary hazard of wildfires as well as structure fires.  Power 
outages and damage to electric systems is also a concern. 
Drought—The local Farm Service Agency may have additional information on the agricultural impacts 
of drought in the planning area.  As additional information is gathered, the HMPC may consider 
changing the probability from 2-“occasional” to a 3-“likely”. 
Expansive Soils—Damages do occur over time but repairs are generally made by individuals.   
Soil Erosion/Dust—Most of the soil erosion that occurs in the county is from floodwaters.  Erosion 
impacts to agriculture do occur over time. 
Earthquake—Although the probability of occurrence is low, this hazard will remain in the plan to allow 
inclusion of the data available on this highly-studied hazard. 
Land Subsidence—There are no known subsurface void spaces in Neosho County.  The HMPC 
determined that this hazard should be removed from further consideration. 
Fog—The committee agreed to remove this hazard from further review.  The justification for removal 
centered on the fact that this hazard, while it exists, is very difficult to mitigate. 
Landslide—The planning committee determined that this hazard does not occur in the planning area 
due to the flat topography.  This hazard has been removed from further review. 

�
� � ! ��" ��  � ��
Attendees were asked to review the informational needs listed in the data collection guide and to talk 
with other staff of their organizations that may be knowledgeable about needed data. Laurie Bestgen 
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will coordinate with committee members in returning the data collection guides to AMEC by August 8, 
2008.  A data collection guide must be returned by each participating jurisdiction.  Representatives of 
each participating jurisdiction received paper copies of the data collection guide.  All participants that 
provided an e-mail address will receive an electronic copy via e-mail. The next meeting of the Hazard 
Mitigation Planning Committee will be in September and will involve reviewing the results of the risk 
assessment and developing plan goals, objectives and actions.  Participants will receive an invitation 
well in advance of the meeting date and time once it is determined.  The following plan schedule was 
proposed: 
 

Kickoff Meeting    July 8, 2008 
Risk Assessment   July-September 
Meeting #2   Late September 
(Develop Goals & Objectives & Actions) 
Mitigation Strategy   September 
Draft Plan    October 
Review and Comment   November 
Submit Plan   December 1 
 
 

 
 
Attachment:  Definitions of Ranking Elements and Levels 
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Ranking Elements and Levels 
 

Element/Level Characteristics 
Probability  
4 - Highly Likely Event is probable within the calendar year. 

Event has up to 1 in 1 year chance of occurring (1/1=100%) 
History of events is greater than 33% likely per year. 
Event is "Highly Likely" to occur 

3 – Likely Event is probable within the next three years. 
Event has up to 1 in 3 years chance of occurring (1/3=33%) 
History of events is greater than 20% but less than or equal to 33% 
likely per year 
Event is "Likely" to occur 

2 – Occasional Event is probable within the next five years. 
Event has up to 1 in 5 years chance of occurring (1/5=20%) 
History of events is greater than 10% but less than or equal to 20% 
likely per year 
Event could "Possibly" occur 

1 – Unlikely Event is possible within the next 10 years 
Event has up to 1 in 10 years chance of occurring (1/10=10%) 
History of events is less than or equal to 10% likely per year 
Event is "Unlikely" but is possible of occurring 

Magnitude / Severity 
4 - Catastrophic Multiple deaths 

Complete shutdown of facilities for 30 or more days 
More than 50 percent of property is severely damaged 

3 – Critical Injuries and/or illnesses result in permanent disability 
Complete shutdown of critical facilities for at least two weeks 
25–50 percent of property is severely damaged 

2 – Limited Injuries and/or illnesses do not result in permanent disability 
Complete shutdown of critical facilities for more than one week 
10–25 percent of property is severely damaged 

1 – Negligible Injuries and/or illnesses are treatable with first aid 
Minor quality of life lost 
Shutdown of critical facilities and services for 24 hours or less 
Less than 10 percent of property is severely damaged 

Warning Time  
4 Less Than 6 Hours 
3 6-12 Hours 
2 12-24 Hours 
1 24+ Hours 
Duration  
4  More Than 1 Week 
3  Less Than 1 Week 
2 Less Than 1 Day 
1 Less Than 6 Hours 



 

Neosho County DRAFT Appendix B.16 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
January 2009 

 
7.  Action Idea Worksheets 

Developing Ideas for Mitigation Actions 

Instructions: Use the table beginning on page three to “brainstorm” ideas for actions to reduce or 
eliminate long-term risk to people and property from the impacts of natural hazards in Neosho County. 
The left column provides the key issues or problem statements that have been summarized from the 
risk assessment. Please identify your ideas for actions or projects to mitigate these problems in the 
corresponding right hand column.  If you feel there are other key issues that exist and are not indicated, 
please add them and indicate possible actions for them. For ideas of appropriate types of mitigation 
actions, see the Categories of Mitigation Actions section on page two, as well as the priority project 
types established by the Kansas Division of Emergency Management provided as a separate 
attachment.  

Involve as many departments/staff members as possible in brainstorming action ideas and br ing this 
worksheet with you to our  next meeting scheduled for  Fr iday, October  17 from 9:00 am-12:00 
pm. We will discuss your ideas for mitigation actions as a group. All mitigation projects submitted for 
FEMA funding must be consistent with the actions identified through this planning process to be 
considered eligible. Any project that you have already or plan to submit for FEMA mitigation funding 
must be identified as an action in the plan.  
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Categories of Mitigation Actions 

FEMA’s publication Developing the Mitigation Plan emphasizes the following six categories of 
mitigation activities and examples:  

1. Prevention: Administrative or regulatory actions/processes that influence the way land and buildings are 
developed and built. 

·  Planning and zoning 
·  Building codes 
·  Capital improvement programs 
 

·  Open space preservation 
·  Stormwater management regulations 

2. Property Protection: Actions that involve the modification of existing buildings or structures to protect them 
from a hazard or removal from the hazard area. 

·  Acquisition, Relocation 
·  Elevation 
·  Floodproofing 

·  Structural retrofits 
·  Storm shutters 
·  Firewise construction 

 

3. Public Education and Awareness: Actions to inform and educate citizens, elected officials, and property 
owners about the hazards and potential ways to mitigation them.  

·  Outreach projects (mailings, media, web) 
·  Real estate disclosure 

·  Hazard maps 
·  Education programs (children and adults) 

 

4 Natural Resource Protection: Actions that, in addition to minimizing hazard losses, also preserve or restore 
the functions of natural systems.  

·  Erosion and sediment control 
·  Stream corridor restoration 
·  Watershed management 

·  Forest and vegetation management 
·  Wetland restoration and preservation 

 

5. Structural Projects: Actions that involve the construction of structures to reduce the impact of hazard.  

·  Detention/retention structures 
·  Sediment basins/Low-head weirs 
·  Culvert resizing/replacement 

·  Floodwalls 
·  Safe rooms 

 

6. Emergency Services: Actions that protect people and property during and immediately after a 
disaster or hazard event.

·  Protection of critical facilities 
·  Protection of lifeline utilities 

·  Warning systems 
·  Emergency response service 



 

  

 

Key Issues 
Mitigation Action Ideas  

(include a brief description for each action) 
Tornado 
·  Not all schools/public buildings have 

saferooms. 
·  Public may not be aware of existing shelter 

locations 
·  Need new/updated indoor and outdoor 

warning systems 
·  Mobile homes are specifically vulnerable 

 
 

 

 

 

Winter Storm 
·  Snow load on roofs can cause structure 

damage 
·  Ice accumulation damages power lines and 

power infrastructure causing prolonged 
power outages 

·  Roads become hazardous for motorists 
·  Schools and businesses close as a result of 

power outages and treacherous road 
conditions 

·  Freeze conditions can cause losses to crop 
yield.  Over $1 million in crop insurance 
claims as a result of freeze conditions from 
2005-2007. 

 
 
 

Agricultural Infestation 
·  Grasshopper infestation has occurred   

 

Windstorm 
·  Frequent wind events cause damage to 

power lines 
·  Unsecured mobile homes, campers, barns, 

and sheds and their occupants are 
specifically vulnerable 

·  Trees and tree limb debris damage power 
lines, power infrastructure, structures, and 
automobiles 

·  Storefront windows are vulnerable to damage 
from high-winds 

·  Roofs are frequently damaged 

 
 

Utility/Infrastructure Failure 
·  Can be a secondary impact of other hazard 

events such as flood, tornado, windstorm, 
winter storm, lightning or extreme heat 

 
 

 

Flood 
·  Earlton, Galesburg, Stark, are not currently in 

the National Flood Insurance Program 
 
 



 

Neosho County DRAFT Appendix B.19 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
January 2009 

Key Issues 
Mitigation Action Ideas  

(include a brief description for each action) 
·  Thayer is not currently in the National Flood 

Insurance Program.  But they are in the 
process of completing the necessary 
paperwork 

·  Homes and businesses throughout the 
county were impacted by June/July 2007 
flood event 

·  North and northeast portions of Chanute 
were inundated 

·  Some areas of Chanute were cut off from 
gas and electric service 

·  The northern part of Erie along Puckets Run 
flooded as a result of the levee breach 

·  Many homes that flooded did not have flood 
insurance 

·  HAZUS loss-estimation indicates the 
potential for over $13 million in damages in 
the unincorporated areas of the county. 

·  The Erie Wastewater treatment plant is the 
floodplain 

·  There are nine scour critical bridges in the 
planning area 

·  Low-lying roads become covered with water 
in flash flooding and riverine flooding 

·  Crop insurance claims a result of flooding 
and excess moisture totaled over $4.5 million 
from 2005-2007. 

 
 

Hailstorm 
·  13 hail events in a 53-year period 
·  Crops and roofs are damaged by large hail 

events 
 

 

Dam and Levee Failure 



 

Neosho County DRAFT Appendix B.20 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
January 2009 

Key Issues 
Mitigation Action Ideas  

(include a brief description for each action) 
·  63 state or federal regulated dams;  two are 

high hazard dams, one is a significant hazard 
dam 

·  Three upstream U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Reservoirs:  Marion Reservoir, 
Council Grove Reservoir, and John 
Redmond Dam 

·  Levee systems in and around Chanute 
provide protection from low-frequency 
flooding only 

·  During  Summer 2007 flood event, the levee 
south of Chanute on the Neosho River broke 
and water went over the top of the levee into 
Erie damaging businesses, churches, and 
several residences 

·  In August, 2005, a levee broke one mile east 
of Ash Grove Cement Plant, leaving a 45-foot 
hole. 

·  Inundation maps and emergency action 
plans are not available for either of the two 
high hazard dams in the planning area 

 

 

Drought 
·  Private wells are vulnerable to water 

shortage 
·  Agricultural production can be severely 

impacted 
 
 
 
 

 

Wildfire 
·  St. Paul, Earlton, Urbana, Kimball, Thayer, 

Shaw, Galesburg, Chanute and Erie were all 
determined to be low risk areas for wildfire 

·  Stark, south Mound, and Morehead were 
determined to have a moderate risk for 
wildfire as a result of heavy loads of 
hardwood timber, grass and eastern red 
cedar mix that have little or no break in the 
fuel continuity between the communities and 
the surrounding vegetation fuels. 

 

Extreme Heat 
·  Instability of the electrical grid has been an 

issue during periods of extreme heat. 
·  Identification and notification of cooling 

centers is needed 
·  Elderly populations are at increased risk.  

Neosho County has a high percent of elderly 
citizens. 

 
 
 

 

Lightning 
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Key Issues 
Mitigation Action Ideas  

(include a brief description for each action) 
·  Communications towers and facilities are 

vulnerable to lightning strikes 
·  Lightning damages electronics equipment 
·  Lightning can cause structure fires 

 

Expansive Soils 
·  Streets and parking lots throughout the 

county are damaged every year by the 
effects of expansive soils. 

·  Roads, bridges, waterlines, and wells are 
damaged by expansive soils 
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8.  HMPC Meeting #2 Agenda 

Agenda 
Neosho County 

Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee Meeting 

Developing the Mitigation Strategy 
Friday, October 17, 2008 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 
 

9:00   Welcome and Introduction 
   Byron Schultz, Neosho County Emergency Manager 
 

9:10-9:20  Review 
 
9:20-9:30  Participating Jurisdictions 
 
9:30 – 10:00 Mitigation Strategy 
   Developing Mitigation Goals 
 
10:00-10:15 Break 
 
10:15-11:00 Developing Mitigation Actions 

Review Submitted Actions 
Brainstorm Additional Actions 

 
11:00-11:15 Action Worksheets 
 
11:15-11:45 Worksheet Completion/Break 
 
11:45-12:00 Plan Maintenance Discussion 
   Next Steps 
   Voting Exercise 

 



 

Neosho County DRAFT Appendix B.23 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
January 2009 

9.  HMPC Meeting 2 Sign-In Sheet 
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10.  HMPC Meeting #2 Minutes 
Memo REVISED  

To Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee  

From Laurie Bestgen, AMEC 

Tel / E-mail  816-637-6378/ laurie.bestgen@amec.com 

Date October 22, 2008 

 

 

Subject Revised Minutes from Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation Plan Final Meeting 
Developing the Mitigation Strategy 
October 17, 2008 

 

 
This document is a record of attendance and a summary of the issues discussed during the 
above meeting, including a review of the planning requirements, participation status of each 
jurisdiction, goal statements for the plan, action identification and development, prioritization of 
categories of actions, documentation requirements for each action, plan maintenance 
requirements, and the next steps in this process. 
 

� ��� � � � � � �
Name Jurisdiction 

Charles Baker Kansas Department of Transportation 
Cindy Cornet Appraisers Office 
Ryan Follmer City of Chanute 
Jeri Giefer City of St. Paul 
Jason Hartman Kansas Forest Service 
Kim Juenemann USD 505 
James G. Keath Neosho County Sheriff/EM Dept. 
Cindy Lero City of Erie 
Paul Norris Heartland Rural Electric Cooperative 
Ginny Oliver USD 101 
Steve Parsons USD 413 
Holly Powers City of Thayer 
Byron Schultz Neosho County EM 
Ben Smith Neosho County Community College 
Randy Wagoner USD 447 
Larry Whalen City of Stark 
Laura Whitley City of Thayer 

�
� � �	 
 � � � �

 � � �
Byron Schultz, Neosho County Emergency Manager and Chair of the Hazard Mitigation Planning 
Committee, began the meeting by welcoming and thanking the attendees and introducing Laurie 
Bestgen, from the consulting firm, AMEC Earth and Environmental, hired by the County to 
develop the multi-jurisdictional plan. Laurie Bestgen is AMEC’s lead planner for the plan and 
facilitated the remainder of the meeting. 
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# � � 
� � �� � � �� � 	 �
� 
 � �

 � �" �� �� � �
Mrs. Bestgen presented a brief review on the purpose and requirements of the Disaster Mitigation 
Act of 2000 and the need for a multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan as well as a summary of 
the progress that has been made so far in the mitigation planning process for Neosho County.   
 
Next, a review of the participating jurisdictions and submission of requested data collection 
guides was presented.  The following jurisdictions are participating and have submitted the 
required information:  Neosho County, Chanute, Erie, St. Paul, Thayer, USD 101, USD 447, and 
USD 505. 
 
The following jurisdictions have indicated an interest in participating, but have not submitted the 
required data collection guides which are due no later than October 24, 2008:  Stark, USD 413, 
and Neosho County Community College 
 
The following private non-profit entities are providing support to the planning effort:  Radiant 
Electric Cooperative, Heartland Electric Cooperative, and American Red Cross. 
 

$ 
 � �� �� � � �� � %� � �
� � � �� � � �� � �

 � � �
Mrs. Bestgen reviewed the definitions for goals, objectives, and actions and provided the goals 
that were developed during the previous planning effort utilizing mitigationplan.com as well as 
additional sample goals.  The Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee agreed on 
the following goal statements for this plan: 
 
Goal 1:  Minimize vulnerability of the people and property of Neosho County to the impacts of 
natural hazards 
Goal 2:  Protect critical facilities, infrastructure and other community assets from the impacts of 
hazards 
Goal 3:  Improve education and awareness regarding hazards and risk in Neosho County 
Goal 4:  Strengthen communication among agencies and between agencies and the public 
 
Mrs. Bestgen explained that the main focus of the remainder of the meeting was to review the 
actions that were included in the mitigation.com draft plan as well as those submitted by the 
planning committee members, brainstorm any additional actions, obtain commitments from 
jurisdiction to submit the necessary worksheets for each action, and participate in an exercise to 
prioritize the types of projects that are considered by the group to be the most important to 
implement. 
 
Mrs. Bestgen presented the list of actions that had been included in the mitigation.com draft plan 
as well as those submitted by the HMPC prior to the meeting.  As each action was presented, the 
planning committee decided whether or not to include it in the plan.  For those actions that the 
committee agreed to include, Ms. Bestgen requested the jurisdiction that would be responsible for 
each action to commit to commit to complete the necessary worksheets to provide for inclusion of 
the action in the plan.  After reviewing the actions that had been submitted prior to the meeting, 
the committee brainstormed additional actions and the responsible jurisdictions made 
commitments to complete the worksheets for inclusion in the plan. 
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For the prioritization exercise, all actions were divided into general categories (9 in all).  The 
categories were listed on large paper with the corresponding actions identified under them.  Each 
member of the HMPC was given three red “voting dots” to place next to the categories that they 
felt were most important to implement.    
 
The following table summarizes the list of actions that were developed by the committee.  The 
first column provides an arbitrarily assigned action number for tracking purposes, followed by the 
action title. The third column provides the general category that the action was grouped under.  
Column four indicates the jurisdiction that committed to complete and return an Action 
Implementation Worksheet and a STAPLEE Worksheet for each action.  The last two columns 
provide the results of the prioritization exercise.  Those actions that received 10 or more “voting 
dots” received a “HIGH” priority level.  Those actions that received between 6 and 9 dots received 
a “MODERATE” priority level and those that received fewer than 6 dots received a “LOW” priority 
level.  It was explained to the HMPC that this priority ranking does not impact whether or not 
specific projects will receive funding, but rather provides information on the general types of 
projects that are considered most important.  Of the 9 general categories, 2 received a high 
priority level, 3 received a moderate priority level, and 4 received a low priority level as follows:   
 
High:  Public Education 
  Saferooms (school and community) 
Moderate: Indoor/Outdoor Warning 
  Power line Maintenance/Upgrades 
  Install Generators 
Low:  Wildfire Mitigation 
  NFIP Participation 
  Planning 
  Buyout Floodprone Property 
 
Each jurisdiction should also identify any other actions unique to it that are not listed in the 
following table.  As a reminder, each jurisdiction that wishes to officially participate in the plan 
must submit at least one action.  Actions must be designed to mitigate the hazards and 
vulnerabilities identified in the risk assessment 

�
& 
 � � � � � �� �

 � �# � ' � 
	 � � � � �� ��
 	 �( � � � �� � �

 � �
 
For each action to be included in the plan, the responsible jurisdiction must provide 1) a 
completed Action Implementation Worksheet and 2) a completed STAPLEE Worksheet.  The 
Action Implementation Worksheet provides general information for each action such as who, 
when, how, etc. the action will be implemented.  The STAPLEE Worksheet provides a framework 
to determine the general effectiveness in accomplishing the goals of life safety and/or reduction 
or prevention of damage from a hazard event.  This method analyzes the Social, Technical, 
Administrative, Political, Legal, Economic and Environmental aspects of a project and is 
commonly used by public administration officials and planners for making planning decisions.  
 
.  



 

  

 

 
 

 
Action Mitigation Action Title Group Name Responsible Priority # of 
1 Install additional severe weather warning sirens Indoor/Outdoor 

Warning 
Chanute Moderate 9 

2 Continue NFIP Participation NFIP Participation Chanute Low 0 
3 Install additional severe weather warning sirens Indoor/Outdoor 

Warning 
Erie  Moderate 9 

4 Continue NFIP Participation NFIP Participation Erie  Low 0 
5 Bury secondary power lines in new development Power Line 

Maintenance/Upgrades 
Erie  Moderate 7 

6 Public Information on location of tornado shelters 
and cooling centers 

Public Education Erie  High 12 

7 Buyout of floodprone properties Floodprone Property 
Buyout 

Erie Low 1 

8 Upgrade power lines utilizing twisted pair conductor Power Line 
Maintenance/Upgrades 

Heartland REC Moderate 7 

9 Wildfire public education Wildfire Mitigation KS Forest 
Service 

Low 2 

10 Wildfire fire department training Wildfire Mitigation KS Forest 
Service 

Low 2 

11 Wildfire fuels reduction Wildfire Mitigation KS Forest 
Service 

Low 2 

12 Install additional severe weather warning sirens Indoor/Outdoor 
Warning 

Neosho County 
Emergency 
Management 

Moderate 9 

13 Continue NFIP Participation NFIP Participation Neosho County 
Emergency 
Management 

Low 0 

14 Ensure that the Neosho County Hazard Mitigation 
Plan is reviewed and kept current 

Planning Neosho County 
Emergency 
Management 

Low 0 

15 Promote Neosho County Hazard Mitigation Plan to 
the public 

Public Education Neosho County 
Emergency 
Management 

High 12 
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Action Mitigation Action Title Group Name Responsible Priority # of 
16 Install additional severe weather warning sirens Indoor/Outdoor 

Warning 
St. Paul  Moderate 9 

17 Continue NFIP Participation NFIP Participation St. Paul  Low 0 
18 Public Information on location of tornado shelters 

and cooling centers 
Public Education St. Paul/USD 

505 
(partnership) 

High 12 

19 Promote NOAA Weather Radios Indoor/Outdoor 
Warning 

Thayer Moderate 9 

20 Install additional severe weather warning sirens Indoor/Outdoor 
Warning 

Thayer Moderate 9 

21 Utility line clearance programs Power Line 
Maintenance/Upgrades 

Thayer Moderate 7 

22 Public Information on location of tornado shelters 
and cooling centers 

Public Education Thayer High 12 

23 Construction of a community safe room Saferooms Thayer High 11 
24 Wildfire fuels reduction Wildfire Mitigation Thayer (partner 

with RR?) 
Low 2 

25 Evaluate existing school tornado shelter locations Saferooms USD 101 High 11 
26 Construction of safe rooms in schools Saferooms USD 101 High 11 
27 Evaluate existing school tornado shelter locations Saferooms USD 413 High 11 
28 Construction of safe rooms in schools Saferooms USD 413 High 11 
29 Evaluate existing school tornado shelter locations Saferooms USD 447 High 11 
30 Construction of safe rooms in schools  Saferooms USD 447 High 11 
31 Retrofit school tornado shelter areas Saferooms USD 447 High 11 
32 Evaluate existing school tornado shelter locations Saferooms USD 505 High 11 
33 Construction of safe rooms in schools Saferooms USD 505 High 11 
34 Install Generators at Thayer Community Building Install Generators Thayer Moderate 6 
35 Install Generators at Thayer lift Station and Water 

Treatment 
Install Generators Thayer Moderate 6 

36 Install Generators at Neosho County Community 
College 

Install Generators Neosho 
County 
Community 
College 

Moderate 6 

37 Install Generators at USD 505 facilities Install Generators USD 505 Moderate 6 
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� �� � �� �  �� � � � �� �

 � �� � � �� � 
� �� � � � � � �
Mrs. Bestgen discussed the requirements for the plan to provide a formal plan maintenance process 
to ensure that the mitigation plan remains an active and relevant document.  The HMPC decided to 
meet as a committee once each year to monitor and evaluate the plan.  The Neosho County 
Emergency Manager will coordinate the meeting time and place and notify other members.  To keep 
the public informed of the annual monitoring and evaluation, the HMPC will publish the minutes of 
their annual meeting.  The HMPC will ensure the plan is revised and resubmitted every five years.  
The plan document, which will be adopted by the governing body of each participating jurisdiction, will 
emphasize that each jurisdiction should incorporate this plan into other planning mechanisms within 
their jurisdiction.  In addition, the HMPC members agreed to encourage planning mechanisms within 
their own jurisdiction to consult this plan prior to making planning decision.   
 

� � ! ��" ��  � ��
 

• Disaster Planning Resource Fairs Nov. 3-8 
– Located at public libraries 
– FEMA resources available 
– Plan summary 
– Questionnaire 
– Press release in local newspapers 

• Worksheets Due October 31  
– Action Implementation Worksheets 
– STAPLEE Worksheets 
– Actions WILL NOT be included in plan if worksheets are not received 

• Final Public Comment Period—target date mid December 
– Planning committee members responsible to notify governing boards of plan availability 
– Individual letters to stakeholders regarding plan availability 
– Plan will be on county website and in hard copy at public buildings 
– Please place links and/or county web address in newsletters/flyers, etc. 

(www.neoshocountyks.org) 
• Plan Submission 

– Submit Plan to KDEM/FEMA—late December for preliminary approval 
– Governing boards adopt the plan for EACH participating jurisdiction 
– Adoption documents submitted to FEMA 
– Final plan approval—target late January 
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11.  Newspaper  Ar ticles for  Disaster  Planning Resource Fairs 
 
 



 

Neosho County DRAFT Appendix B.33 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
January 2009 



 

Neosho County DRAFT Appendix B.34 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
January 2009 

12.  Resource Fair  Plan Summary 
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Goal 1:  Minimize vulnerability of the people and property of Neosho County to the impacts of natural 

hazards 
Goal 2:  Protect critical facilities, infrastructure and other community assets from the impacts of 

hazards 
Goal 3:  Improve education and awareness regarding hazards and risk in Neosho County 
Goal 4:  Strengthen communication among agencies and between agencies and the public 
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13.  Resource Fair  Questionnaire 

�
?"�The hazards addressed in the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan are listed below. Please indicate the 
level of risk, or extent of potential impacts, in Neosho County that you perceive for each hazard. 
Please rate these hazards 1 through 5 as follows: 1=negligible, 2=limited, 3=moderate, 4=critical, or 
5=catastrophic. 
 

  Agricultural Infestation   Lightning 
  Dam and Levee Failure   Soil Erosion and Dust 
  Drought   Tornado 
  Earthquake   Utility/Infrastructure Failure 
  Expansive Soils   Wildfire  
  Extreme Heat   Windstorm 
  Flood   Winter Storm 
  Hailstorm  

 
2. Review the types of mitigation actions being considered in Neosho County. Please place a check 

 next to the three types of mitigation actions that you think should have the highest priority in the 
Neosho County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 

  Indoor/Outdoor Warning 
  Power line Maintenance/Upgrades 
  Continued Participation in the National 

Flood Insurance Program 
  Floodprone Property Buyout 
  Installation of Generators 

 

  Planning 
  Public Education 
  Wildfire Mitigation 
  Saferoom Construction (school and 
community tornado shelters) 

 

 
 
 
3. Please comment on any other issues that the planning committee should consider in developing a 
strategy to reduce future losses caused by natural disasters. 
�

Please complete this 
questionnaire and return 
it to a library staff 
member. 
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14.  Publications Request for  “ Disaster  Planning Resource Fairs”  

FAX  Pages--2 

To FEMA Distribution Center-301-362-5335  

From Laurie Bestgen 

Tel / E-mail 816-637-6378 / laurie.bestgen@amec.com 

Date January 18, 2009 
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Title FEMA Pub # Quantity (to each library) 
Preparing for Disasters  FEMA 475     50  

Taking Shelter from the 
Storm        

FEMA 320                25 

Ready Set Prepare   (younger 
children) 

FEMA 522 50 

Ready Set Prepare (older 
children) 

FEMA 523 50 

Sesame Street Color & Learn A-176 50 
Protecting Business 
Operations 

FEMA 331 10 

Design and Construction 
Guidance for Community 
Shelters 

FEMA 361 10 

Reducing Losses in High Risk 
Flood Hazard Areas 

FEMA 116 50 

Elevated Residential 
Structures 

FEMA 54 50 
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Addresses for shipment of publications: 
 
Chanute Public Library    
Director, Susan Willis 
111 N. Lincoln 
Chanute, KS 66720  
 (620) 431-3820  
 
Erie City Public Library    
Director, Kindra Holland 
204 S. Butler 
Erie, KS 66733  
620) 244-5119  
 
Graves Memorial Public Library  
Director, Wes Filkel 
717 Central 
St. Paul, KS 66771  
620-449-2001 
 
City of Thayer 
c/o Holly Powers 
100 Neosho Avenue 
Thayer, KS  66776 
620-839-5353 
 
Neosho County Emergency Management 
Byron Schultz, Emergency Manager 
111 S. Butler 
Erie, KS  66733 
620-244-3866 
 
It is my understanding that the above publications can be provided at no charge, including shipping.  If 
you have any questions regarding this request, please contact me by either phone or e-mail at 816-
637-6378 or laurie.bestgen@amec.com. 
 
Thank you very much for the services you provide to the public. 
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15. Letter  of Invitation to Comment on Draft Plan 
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16.  Invitation List to Comment on Draft Plan 

Members of the HMPC Identified in this appendix, I tem #1 as well as the 
following….. 

State and Federal Agencies SORTED ALPHABETICALLY BY AGENCY  
George Teagarden, Livestock 
Commissioner 
Karen Domer, HS & EM 
Coordinator 

Kansas Animal Health Department  
708 S.W. Jackson Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66603 

gteagarden@kda.ks.gov 
kdomer@kda.ks.gov  

Reginald Robinson, President and 
CEO 

Kansas Board of Regents 
1000 SW Jackson St., Suite 520 
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1368 
(785) 296-3421 

rrobinson@ksbor.org  

Tom Morey, National Flood 
Insurance Program 
 
Steve Samuelson, National Flood 
Insurance Program 
 
Sandy Johnson, Agricultural 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management 

Kansas Department of Agriculture  
Division of Water Resources 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
109 SW 9th Street, Second floor 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 
Phone: (785) 296-5440 
Fax: 785-296-4835 

tmorey@kda.state.ks.us 
 
ssamuelson@kda.state.ks.us  
 
Sandy.Johnson@kda.state.ks.u
s  

Dr. Alexa Posny, 
Kansas Commissioner of 
Education  

Kansas Department of Education 
120 SE 10th Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66612-1182 
 (785) 296-3202 

aposny@ksde.org 

Cathy Tucker-Vogel Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
Curtis State Office Building 
1000 SW Jackson 
Topeka, KS  66612 
(785) 368-7130 

ctuckerv@kdhe.state.ks.us.  

Ken Powell Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
Curtis State Office Building 
1000 SW Jackson 
Topeka, KS  66612 
(785) 296-1121 

KPowell@kdhe.state.ks.us  

Michael McNulty, BT Operations 
Officer 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
Curtis State Office Building 
1000 SW Jackson 
Topeka, KS  66612 
(785) 296-5201 

MCMcNult@kdhe.state.ks.us  

Mark Krentz, Emergency 
Coordinator 

Kansas Department of Transportation 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66603-3754 

krentz@ksdot.org  

Rob Lader, Emergency 
Management Coordinator 

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks  
(785) 273-6740 

robl@wp.state.ks.us  
 

Barbara Schoof Conant 
 

Kansas Department on Aging 
Director of Public Affairs 
New England Building 
503 South Kansas Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66603 
 (785) 296-6154 

barbara.conant@aging.ks.gov  
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State and Federal Agencies SORTED ALPHABETICALLY BY AGENCY  
Brad Moeller, Hazard Mitigation 
Planner 
 
 

Kansas Division of Emergency Management 
State Defense Bldg, Lower Level 
2800 SW Topeka Blvd 
Topeka, KS 66611-1287 

Brad.moeller@tag.ks.gov  

Dan Thompson Kansas Fire Marshal’s Office 
700 SW Jackson St. Suite 600 
Topeka, Ks. 66603-3714 
(785) 296-3401 

thompson@ksfm.state.ks.us  

Capt Ray Gonzalez, Emergency 
Response Program Manager 

Kansas Highway Patrol 
General Headquarters 
122 SW 7th 
Topeka, KS 66603 

rgonzale@khp.ks.gov  

Patrick Zollner, Director Kansas Historical Society 
Cultural Resources 
6425 SW Sixth Avenue 
Topeka KS 66615-1099 
785-272-8681 (Telephone) 
785-272-8682 (Fax) 

pzollner@kshs.org  

Robert Hoard, NAGPRA 
Coordinator  

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 6425 SW Sixth Avenue, 
Topeka, KS 
(785) 272-8681 (extension 269) 

rhoard@kshs.org  

Ray Aslin, State Forester Kansas State Forestry 
2610 Claflin Road, Manhattan, KS  66502 
785-532-3300 
FAX 785-532-3305 

raslin@ksu.edu  
Eward@ksu.edu 
hartmanj@ksu.edu 
rodney2@ksu.edu 
rhauck@ksu.edu 

Tom Lowe 
 

Kansas Water Office 
109 SW 9th, Ste 300 
Topeka, KS 66612 

tlowe@kwo.state.ks.us  

Andy Bailey, Warning 
Coordination Meteorologist 

NOAA©s National Weather Service  
Kansas City/Pleasant Hill, MO Weather Forecast 
Office  
1803 North 7 Highway  
Pleasant Hill, MO 64080-9421  
816-540-6021  

Andy.bailey@noaa.gov  

David Floyd, Warning 
Coordination Meteorologist 

NOAA©s National Weather Service  
Goodland, KS Weather Forecast Office  
920 Armory Road  
Goodland, KS 67735-9273  
785-899-7119  

David.floyd@noaa.gov  

Jeff Hutton, Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist  
 

 NOAA©s National Weather Service  

 Dodge City, KS Weather Forecast Office  

 104 Airport Road  

 Dodge City, KS 67801-9351  
 620-225-6514  

jeff.hutton@noaa.gov  
 

Jennifer Stark, Warning 
Coordination Meteorologist 

 NOAA©s National Weather Service  
 Topeka, KS Weather Forecast Office  
 1116 NE Strait Avenue  
 Topeka, KS 66616-1667  
 785-234-2592  

Jennifer.stark@noaa.gov  

Greg Gardner, Critical US Department of Homeland Security greg.gardner@dhs.gov 
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State and Federal Agencies SORTED ALPHABETICALLY BY AGENCY  
Infrastructure Protection Program 
 
Chuck Clanahan, Kansas Protective 
Security Advisor 

 
 
chuck.clanahan@dhs.gov  

Jud Kneuvean, Natural Disasters 
Program Manager  
 

USACE, Kansas City District 
601 E. 12th Street, Room 164 (OD-E)  
Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2896 
(816) 983-3281 

Eugene.J.Kneuvean@nwk02.u
sace.army.mil  
 
 

Pete Navesky, Operations USACE, Tulsa District  
1645 S. 101st E. Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74121-4629  
(918) 669-7325 or 7327 

peter.navesky@us.army.mil  
 

Tom Williams 
Allen County Sheriff 

P.O. Box 433 
Iola, KS 66749-0433 
620-365-1400 

sheriff@allencounty.org 

Rick Brown 
Wilson County Emergency 
Manager 

421 N. 7th  

Fredonia, KS  66736 
620-378-4455 

wcem@twinmounds.com 

Pam Beasley, Coordinator 
Allen County Emergency 
Management 

P.O. Box 433 
Iola, KS 66749-0433 
(620) 365-1400 

pbeasley@allencounty.org 

Jim Miller 
Montgomery County Emergency 
Manager 

300 E. Main 
Independence, KS  67301 
620-330-1260 

jmiller@mgcountyks.org 

Jim Cook 
Labette County Emergency 
Manager 

P.O. Box 387 
501 Merchant 
Oswego , Ks 67356 
2620 795-2138 ext 282 

jcook@labettecounty.com 
 

Scott Wiltse, Coordinator/LEPC 
Chairperson 

Woodson County Municipal Emergency 
Preparedness  
County Courthouse  
105 W. Rutledge St., Ste. B25  
Yates Center , KS 66783-1289  
Office: 620-625-8655 

woodsondem@yahoo.com 

Keith Jeffers, Coordinator/LEPC 
Chairperson  
Bourbon County Emergency 
Management 

Bourbon County Emergency Preparedness  
County Courthouse  
210 S National Ave.  
Ft Scott, KS 66701  
Office: (620) 223-3800 ext 46 

 

Eldon Bedene, 
KCEM,Coordinator/LEPC 
Chairperson 

Crawford County Civil Defense  
P.O. Box 157  
225 N Enterprise  
Girard , KS 66743-0157  
Office: (620) 724-8274 

edbedene@ckt.net 

Jason Allison,Coordinator 
  

Cherokee County Emergency Management 
PO Box 143  
Columbus , KS 66725  
Office: (620) 429-1857  
 

jallison@cherokeecountyks.or
g 

Art Mallory, LEPC Chairperson  Cherokee County LEPC  
PO Box 331  
Baxter Springs , KS 66713  
Office: (620) 856-3536 

 

�
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17.  Flyer  Announcing Final Public Review Per iod 

Neosho County, incorporated cities, school districts, community college and private non-profit partners 
have worked together to develop the Neosho County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The purpose of 
this plan is to develop a strategy to reduce the vulnerability of people and property in the County to the 
impacts of natural hazards and to become eligible for mitigation funding programs from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 
 
The plan addresses a comprehensive list of natural hazards—ranging from flooding to tornados severe 
winter weather, and drought—and assesses the likely impacts of these hazards to communities in 
Neosho County. It also sets goals and prioritizes projects to reduce the impacts of future disasters on 
people and property in the county. 
 
We would like YOUR input on this important plan, which must be approved by the Neosho County 
Board of County Commissioners, the governing bodies of each participating jurisdiction, the State of 
Kansas, and FEMA. Your comments will be considered by the Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee 
and incorporated into the plan, as appropriate. 
 
From January 19 to February 2, 2009 the final draft plan will be available for your review at the 
following locations: 
 
Neosho County website at:  http://www.neoshocountyks.org/HazardMitigationPlan.asp   
 
Neosho County Emergency 
Management 
111 S. Butler 
Erie, KS  66733 
 
Chanute Public Library    
111 N. Lincoln 
Chanute, KS 66720   

Erie City Public Library    
204 S. Butler 
Erie, KS 66733  
 
Graves Memorial Public Library  
717 Central 
St. Paul, KS 66771  
 

Thayer Friday Reading Club 
200 West Neosho Avenue 
Thayer, KS  66776 
 
 
 
*available during normal hours of 
operation 

 
Please respond with any comments in one of the following ways by February 2, 2009: 
 
Mail, e-mail or fax comments to: 
 
Byron Shultz 
Neosho County Emergency Manager 
111 S. Butler 
Erie, KS  66733 
Ph: 620-244-3874; Fax: 620-244-3866 
Email:  byronoco911@hotmail.com  

E-mail or fax comments to: 
 
Laurie Bestgen 
AMEC Earth and Environmental 
Fax: (785) 272-6878  
Email: laurie.bestgen@amec.com 
 

 
If you have questions on this project, please contact Byron Shultz, Neosho County Emergency 
Manager at 620-244-3874 or byronoco911@hotmail.com. 
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18. News Ar ticles Announcing Final Public Review Per iod 

Add to document when available 


